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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the Week of April 21-27 


HIGHLIGHTS: Warm air invaded the Plains bringing 
temperatures to as much as ten degrees above nor~ 
mal in the Central Plains. Severe weather dumped 
heavy rain in the Ohio Valley and in Missouri and 
southeast Iowa. 


PRECIPITATION: There was comparatively little 
weather activity on Monday. A weak low in north- 
west Missouri was causing some rain north of it in 
and the eastern Dakotas. A near stationary front 
in the Gulf of Mexico triggered some rain or show~ 
ers along the Gulf Coast. 

As warm moist air from the Gulf of Mexico cont~ 
inued to flow northward on Tuesday, a spate of 
thunderstorms was triggered in the Plains. The 
most active area was north of a front from a weak 
low in central Indiana to a low in Wyoming. One 
inch hail was reported in central Nebraska. South- 


ern Florida reported some showers and thunder- 


storms but the amount of rain was small. A Pacific 
front approaching the West Coast caused some rain 
in Washington and Oregon. 

On Wednesday, low centers were located in Wisc~- 
onsin and in western Kansas. A warm front extended 
from the Wisconsin low to western Pennsylvania, to 
northern Virginia and eastward; a cold front to the 
low in Kansas and then through west Texas. Warm 
air was flowing northward to and over the fronts. 
Showers and thunderstorms occurred in the warm 
sector and north of the fronts from the central 
Plains and Mississippi Valley to the Appalachains 
and central Gulf States. Showers were scattered 
throughout the northern Rockies. Light rain dot~- 
ted the Pacific Northwest and the northern inter-~ 
mountain area. Tornadoes were spotted in Missouri 
and Iowa. Severe weather moved into Illinois 
later in the day. Heavy rains caused flash flood- 
irz in local areas. 
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The frontal system, marking the leading edge of 
the cooler air mass, moved slowly eastward and on 
Thursday extended from a low in Quebec to a low in 
central Kansas and through west Texas. A warm front 
extended through central New York and Pennsylvania 
and eastward. A squall line pushed ahead of the 
front into Arkansas, Missouri and southern Illinois. 
Heavy thunderstorms were reported along the squall 
line. As many as eleven tornadoes were reported in 
Missouri and adjacent States. More widely scatter- 
ed showers fell in the rest of the warm sector- 
mostiy west of the Applachains. Some showers fell 
along the east coast of North Carolina. Another 
front moved onto the West Coast and rain fell from 
central California through Washington and Oregon. 
Air, lifted by the mountain slopes, produced rain 
in the western Dakotas and eastern Montana. 

By Friday the front was off the coast in the 
Northeast and through Maryland to a low in south- 
west Ohio and to southeast Oklahoma and to west 
Texas. The squall line remained active ahead of 
the front in Kentucky and Tennessee. Severe thun~ 
derstorms occurred in the Ohio Valley, Iowa, Kansas 
and Missouri. Tornadoes and hail storms were repor- 
ted in parts of this area. Rain continued from 
Minnesota to the Dakotas and eastern Montana. The 
Pacific front moved to Montana, Utah and southern 
California scattering rain and showers throughout 
the West along and behind the front. Some much 
needed but light showers fell in the Florida Keys. 

The cold front, with its accompanying severe 
weather, moved off the east coast on Saturday. 
back side of the air mass was bordered by a warm 
front from South Carolina to southwest Missouri and 
to a low in South Dakota then a cold front toa 
deepening low in Colorado and through New Mexico. 
North of the front, from Missouri to Minnesota and 
westward to the mountains, rain, showers and thun- 
derstorms were reported. 


The 


On Sunday a semi~stationary front ran from Geo~ 
rgia to North Dakota and then southward as a cold 
front through New Mexico. The low in Colorado was 
intensifying into a severe storm as the strong 
circulation around it brought more warm moist air 
from the Gulf of Mexico into the Plains as far 
north as North Dakota. A squall line ahead of the 
low triggered heavy thunderstorms in the Plains. 
Tornado watches were issued for the area from Texas 
to South Dakota and into the western portion of 
Iowa and Missouri. Other severe weather occurred 
in the Southeast where at least one tornado was 
reported. Another Pacific front spread rain to 
Montana, Idaho and northern California. 


TEMPERATURE: Eastern U.S. was cold on Monday as 
temperature readings in the 30's reached as far 
south as Georgia and Alabama. 

By Wednesday warm air from the Gulf of Mexico 
began moving northward through Texas as the cooler 
air moved eastward. More cold air was moving south 
from Canada into the Rocky Mountains. Afternoon 
temperatures ranged from 92° at Cotulla, Tex. to 3s*° 
at Butte, Mont. 

The warm air continued to move into the States 
and Thursday saw it enveloping the Plains and east 
through the middle and south Atlantic States. The 
cold air pouring into the Rockies was moving east~ 
ward through the northern States and by Saturday 
enveloped all of the Northeast and as far south as 
North Carolina. However warm air continued to pour 
into the Plains and reached as far north as North 
Dakota on Sunday. The Nation's highest temperature 
on Saturday was 93° at Wink, Tex. and the lowest 
Sunday morning was 15° at Evanston, Wyo. By Sunday 
afternoon readings in the 80's had been reported as 
far north as South Dakota. 





April 29, 1975 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 3 





NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of April 21-27 


HIGHLIGHTS: Warmer temperatures south and central 
aided growth and development of wheat and small 
grains. Drier weather enabled farmers in the South 
Atlantic and South Central States to make excellent 
progress planting row crops. Nationwide, corn 
planting was over 5% complete for the 1975 crop, 
behind last year and average progress. Cotton 
planting made good advancement, but continued much 
behind the 1974 and usual pace. Cool temperatures 
west, rains and snow north were keeping most live- 
stock on supplemental roughages. Feed shortages 
are requiring livestock to be turned out on pas- 
tures with low feed value, 


SMALL GRAINS: Warmer than normal temperatures 
over the Great Plains, the first time in several 
weeks for much of the area, allowed good growth 
and development south and aided growth north, 
Kansas wheat made good growth, but only 30% was 
jointing, much behind the 1974 progress of 80% 

and normal 60%. Soil-born Mosaic is common in 
central areas. Far western areas remain very 

dry and strong winds caused considerable soil blow- 
ing. Oklahoma's wheat crop was in mostly good 
condition and fields in the extreme southern coun- 
ties started to head out. Last year at this time, 
one-third of the State's wheat was headed. Most 
of the Texas' crop was headed out and harvest 
started on early fields south, 

Winter wheat was in fair to good condition 
in Missouri, Nebraska, and Ohio; mostly good in 
Illinois and average growth in Indiana was 
6 in. versus 9 in. in 1974. Michigan wheat fields 
are showing above normal winter damage. 

Colorado wheat was poor to fair condition with 
4% jointing versus the usual 26%. A significant 
acreage of winter wheat in Idaho was under snow 
cover. 

Oat seeding continues much ahead 1974 and normal 
in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but lags in many 
other States. Seeding started in Wisconsin with 
2% complete against 30% normally. Seeding in Iowa 
was 22% done compared with the average 86%. 

Spring wheat seeding was only 14% done in South 
Dakota, versus the normal 60%. Progress was also 
much behind normal in Minnesota and North Dakota 
where normally 28% and 25% respectively, have been 
seeded, 


CORN: Planting of the Nation's 1975 corn crop 
was over 5% complete by April 27th, behind the 
1974 and normal level in most States. Wet 
field conditions continued to delay planting 
progress in many of the Northern States during 
the week, 

Farmers in the Corn Belt, an area that accounts 
for 81% of the Nation's 1975 intended acreage, 
had only 3% of the corn acreage planted, less 
than half the normal rate. In Iowa, the leading 
corn producing State, planting was underway, 
but only in localized areas. Planting was ahead 
of both 1974 and average in Indiana and Illinois. 

Excellent planting progress was made in the 
South Atlantic and South Central States during 
the week. Planting was behind the 1974 level in 
all States except North Carolina and Tennessee. 


COTTON: Cotton planting gained momentum in most 
Southern States as warmer and drier conditions 
prevailed. Planting in the 11 Seuthern States 


was 14% complete by April 27th and compared with 
19% in 1974 and the average 22%. 


Planting progress ranges from none in Oklahoma 
to 31% done in South Carolina. Progress was 
behind normal in all the major States and behind 
last year's pace in 8 of the 11 States. In Texas, 
with nearly 44% of the Nation's intended cotton 
acreage, only 17% was planted versus 24% in 1974 
and the normal 22%. 

In the Western States, planting was only 5% 
done in New Mexico, much behind last year's pace 
of 25%; 85% complete or about normal in Arizona; 
and delayed in California. 


OTHER CROPS; Soybean planting started in Arkansas, 
Georgia, North Carolina, Ohio and Virginia. Far- 
mers in most States were giving priority to plant- 
ing other crops. 

Sorghum planting made satisfactory progress in 
Texas with 56% planted versus only 42% in 1974. 
Early stands were beginning to head in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, butmuch of the crop 
was suffering from short moisture, 

Rice seeding was 60% done in Arkansas, 70% in 
Louisiana and 85% finished in Texas. Seeding 
in all three States was ahead of normal. 

Flue-cured tobacco transplanting reached 13% 
in North Carolina, 79% in South Carolina and 
95% in Georgia. Tobacco beds were 2 weeks 
late in Kentucky and in poor condition in 
Tennessee, 


FRUITS AND NUTS: In Florica early variety peaches 
were about ready for harvest. Citrus trees were 
showing stress and new crop fruit was dropping 
as the trees adjust. Rain was needed in all 
areas. Valencia harvest was active. California's 
cold weather delayed fruit and nut crops about 
2 weeks. Valencia harvest was increasing slowly. 
Navel orange, lemon, grapefruit, and avocado 
harvests were seasonally active. 

Peach harvest was underway in south Texas, 
In Georgia, peaches were in fair to good condi- 
tion, heavy fruit drop was occurring. Frost 
damage on peach trees varied from light to heavy 
in Virginia, 


VEGETABLES: Onion planting was underway in 

New York. In New Jersey, asparagus harvest began 
and spinach and green leafy crops were also avail- 
able. Tomato planting was underway. 

Tomatoes, squash, radishes and sweet corn har- 
vests were active in Florida and volume was up. 
Watermelon harvest was up very sharply in the 
west central and east coast areas. 

Harvest of onions was heavy in the Texas Lower 
Rio Grande Valley, while supplies of cabbage 
and carrots were light. Tomatoes and cucumbers 
were also being picked. 

In California, harvest was active on artichokes, 
broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, celery, and let- 
tuce, 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures in the Southern 
States showed marked improvement as warmer weather 
prevailed, but in the West and North continued 
cool temperatures slowed growth. Livestock remain 
on heavy supplemental feed in many States where 
supplies are still available. Elsewhere, live- 
stock were being turned out on short pastures and 
ranges to help offset high feed costs. Calving 
and lambing continues in several States and the 
cool, damp weather keeps sickness and death losses 
of newborn above normal. 
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Louisville. ... + 2] 4.6 +3.7 Toledo. .... -s-47 1- 5 32i1- .4 P.R.San Juan. .. -| 80 | + 2 -4 = § 















































Based on 1941-70 Normals 


Standard copy for the weekly Weather and Crop 


Bulletin is prepared by: 


Richard E. Felch, 


Lyle M. Denny, Orus W. Byrd, National Weather 


Service, NOAA; DeLon Brown, 


Statistical 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





April 29, 1975 


STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on 


a national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins 


published each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Warm temperatures and generally dry. 
Highs in 80's, lows in 60's. High 27th in 90's 
southeast, 80's elsewhere. Dry south and central 
Scattered light to moderate rainfall north on 25th. 
Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. Corn 30% planted, 
62% 1974, average 47%. Cotton 28% planted, 1974 
50%, average 38%. Peanuts 18% planted, 29% 1974, 
51% average. Wheat 72% headed, 78% 1974. Pas- 
tures fair, livestock improving. Marketings sharply 
above 1974. 


ARIZONA : 
below normal. 
gusty winds. 
Cotton planting 85% complete, about normal. 
More replanting than normal. Stand establishment 
Slowed, cool weather. Small grains excellent. 
Most areas turning color. Safflower, Yuma good. 
Sugarbeet development good. Alfalfa hay irrigation 
begun, some insect damage. Central, west finished 
first cutting, second cutting delayed. Central 
lettuce peaked. Yuma lettuce, broccoli, cabbage 
near complete. Cochise late spring lettuce satis- 
factory progress. Peach harvest to start May 10th, 
apricots May 20th, nectarines May 30th, plums 
June 10th. Fruit thinned to improve sizing. 
Valencia oranges, grapefruit good supply. Heavy 
bloom, conditions favorable. Cattle, range condi- 
tions mostly good, southwest fair. Soil moisture, 
stock water supplies short to adequate. 


Unseasonally cool, averages 1 to 7° 
Precipitation negligible, dry, 


Temperatures averaged 3 to 9° above 
normal. Normal temperatures early week, above 
normal late week. Extremes: 89 and 35°. Precip- 
itation widespread, amounts 0.50 to 1.30 in. 

Rain stopped fieldwork on 24th. Soil moisture 
adequate. Fuel, fertilizer supplies adequate. 
Fieldwork: 4.5 days suitable. Most cotton land 
ready to plant. Planting 15% complete, 4% 1974, 
23% average. Early rice sprouting, seeding 60% 
complete, 52% 1974, 45% average. Some soybean 
land disked, 3% planted, 0% 1974, 2% average. 

Oats and wheat excellent condition, boot stage. 
Alfalfa and fescue making good growth. Pastures 
short, showing marked improvement. Apples, straw- 
berries full bloom. Grapes, peaches good prog- 
ress. Cattle poor condition, showing improvement. 


ARKANSAS : 


CALIFORNIA: Cool weather, some scattered showers 
continued. Precipitation limited north 19th and 
2lst through 23d, all areas 24th except southeast 
deserts, and north and central 25th. Amounts 
generally light except over 1.00 in. northwest 
and up to 3.00 in. some Sierra Nevada areas. Low 
temperatures near 32° late week Sacramento Valley 
and low north and central coastal valleys. Tem- 
peratures averaged 1 to 6° below normal. 

Small grains heading out. Aphids still problem. 
Cutting grain hay. Rice planting beginning at 
slow pace. First cutting alfalfa complete. 
Cotton planting still delayed, crop later than 
normal, above normal replanting Imperial Valley. 
Corn and milo planting active. Fruit and nut 
crops 2 weeks late due cold weather. Applying 
thinning sprays early deciduous fruit varieties. 
Apples, pears, walnuts, citrus in bloom. Almonds 
sizing, set varies greatly. Stone fruit sets 
variable, mostly good. Valencia orange harvest 


increasing slowly, Navel orange, lemon, grapefruit 
and avocado harvests seasonally active. 
choke supplies heavy.- 


Arti- 
Broccoli and cauliflower 


good quality and quantities. Carrots continue 


Desert. Celery continues Oxnard. Lettuce active 
Bakersfield, light Salinas. Onion underway 
Desert. Strawberries continuing; good quality. 


Condition livestock varied. Snow will slow open- 
ing summer pastures mountain counties. Ship- 

ment fat lambs continuing, spring shearing increas- 
ing. Cattle feedlots reduced capacity. Bee losses 
this season minimal. Stock water adequate most 
areas. 


COLORADO: No precipitation through 26th. Tem- 
peratures averaged 3 to 10° above normal lower 
elevations. High 91° La Junta 25th and 26th. 
Precipitation 27th, 1 to 8 in. snow mountains; 
trace to 0.60 in. lower elevations. Strong, 
gusty winds weekend. 

Excellent planting progress. 
seeded, 80% 1974, 74% average. Oats 55% planted 
72% 1974, 68% average. Condition small grains 
fair to good. Sugarbeets 55% seeded, 62% 1974, 
54% average, good condition. Corn 6% planted, 
13% 1974, 12% average. Winter wheat 4% jointed, 
25% 1974, 26% average, fair to poor condition. 
Brown mites east central and southeast areas. 
Alfalfa good growth. Range grasses greening with 
warmer temperatures. 


Spring barley 66% 


FLORIDA: Fair to partly cloudy, warm weather 
prevailed. Generally light rainfall limited to 
Panhandle, southeast coast. Temperatures averaged 
little above normal central and south, but little 
below normal Panhandle. 

Soil moisture adequate west and north, short to 
very short elsewhere. Fieldwork active. Plant- 
ing of corn, tobacco about complete. Prepara- 
tion for seeding soybeans, peanuts ‘underway. 
Small grains headed. Peaches good condition, 
early varieties north about ready for harvest. 
Pastures continue below normal as drought condi- 
tions remain most of Peninsula. West Florida 
pastures are providing good grazing in areas which 
were not flooded. Cattle and calves generally in 
fair condition. Citrus tree condition varies 
depending on irrigation, rain needed all areas. 
Trees showing stress. New crop fruit dropping as 
trees adjust. Valencia harvest active. Potato © 
volume up, harvest in Hastings increases. Toma- 
toes, squash, radishes, sweet corn volume up. 
Watermelons up very sharply, harvest beginning 
west central, east coast. Cucumbers, escarole, 
lettuce, peppers steady. Cabbage in seasonal 
decline, snap beans, celery, carrots declined. 


GEORGIA: Good drying conditions. Spotty rainfall 
averaged 0.25 in. northwest, southwest and east 
central. Temperatures near normal warm begin- 
ning and again at end, below normal midweek. 

Soil moisture adequate north, adequate to sur- 
plus south. Best week of season for fieldwork, 
averaged 5 days suitable. Tobacco mostly fair to 
good, transplanting 95% complete, 1974 99%, 
average 98%, cultivation and fertilization very 
active. Corn fair, 50% planted, 1974 65%, average 
72%. Considerable replanting south due to silt- 
ing, crusting and washing. Cotton fair, soils too 
cool, 16% planted, 1974 28%, average 52%. Pea- 
nuts fair, 15% planted, 1974 °26%, average 54%, 
some good stands but off-color and not growing. 
Soybeans 1% planted, 1974 2%, average 3%. Small 
grains good, some silage harvest. Peaches fair 
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to good, heavy fruit drops. Watermelons fair, 
75% planted, considerable replanting necessary, 
Slow growth. Pastures good. Cattle fair to 
mostly good, lice a problem. Hogs good. Vege- 
table crops fair, too cool and too much rain ear- 
lier. 


HAWAII: Rainfall generally light on all islands. 
Weather warm and windy. 

Some bruising to crops in exposed areas. Irri- 
gation and spraying becoming more frequent. Vege- 
table supplies increasing. Papaya production on 
up trend. Banana supplies light. Pineapple har- 
vesting light. All sugar mills in operation, har- 
vesting active. 


IDAHO: 
throughout. 
upper teens to mid-30's. 
mal to 0.75 in. above normal. 
1.01 in. at Coeur D'Alene, 

Farming operations fairly good progress lower 
elevations. Progress planting and development 
crops 2 to 3 weeks later than usual. Soil mois- 
ture above normal, severely restricting planting 
activity. Crops southwest and south central mak- 
ing fair to good development. Winter wheat 
progress slow, with significant portion acreage 
under snow. Winter-kill damage cannot be fully 
assessed. Spring wheat and spring barley 15% 
seeded, 50% and 55% year earlier. Oat seeding 
increased slightly. Potato planting activity 
gained momentum. Livestock show stress from 
sustained cold wet weather. Hay shortage caus- 
ing ranchers to turn livestock on pastures sooner 
than they would like. Growth on pastures remain 
retarded. Harsh spring weather causing health 
problems newborn lambs and calves. 


Temperatures averaged below normal 

Maxima mostly 50's and 60's, minima 
Precipitation near nor- 
Greatest amount 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1 to 4° below normal. 
Precipitation 1.50 to 2.50 in. north, 5.00 in. 
southeast. Heavy rain south 23d and 24th, north 
27th. 

Corn planting 8% complete, 7% 1974, average 
3%. Planting most advanced southwest, least 
extreme north. Corn and soybean acreage 88% 
plowed, 86% 1974, average 66%. Oat seeding 90% 
complete, 100% 1974, average 71%. Winter wheat 
mostly good condition. Pastures fair to good, 
supplying 60% roughage requirements. Hay crops 
mostly good. Soil moisture 37% adequate, 63% 
surplus. Fieldwork: 2.5 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Very wet week. Rainfall from 2.00 in. 
north to 4.00 in. south and some flooding. 
Temperatures averaged 51° north to 60° south 

and ranged from 30 to 81°. Relative humidity 8% 
above normal and soil temperatures 1 to 2° below 
normal. 

Fieldwork averaged 2.5 days. Topsoil moisture 
mostly surplus. Subsoil moisture adequate to sur- 
plus. Corn and soybean land 80% plowed, 70% 1974 
and 50% average. Corn 5% planted, several days 
ahead 1974 and average. Oats 85% seeded, 65% 
in 1974, 60% average. Oats 1 in. high, 2 in. 
1973 and 1974. Wheat 6 in. high, 9 in. 1974, 7 
in. average. Pastures improved to fair. 


IOWA: Temperatures near normal northeast to 7° 
above normal southwest. Precipitation well above 
normal, heavieStamounts in a band from west cen- 
tral into north central. 

Rains and continued wet conditions are keeping 
farmers out of fields. Oat planting 22% complete, 
86% average. Plowing 62% complete. Localized 
corn planting beginning. Pastures in fair con- 
dition. Topsoil moisture 58% adequate, 42% sur- 
plus. Fieldwork averaged 2 days suitable. 


KANSAS: Temperatures averaged 9 to 11° above 
normal. Precipitation beneficial north central, 
east central and southeast. Far west remain 
very dry and very strong winds over weekend 
caused considerable soil blowing. Wheat made 
good growth, 30% jointed, 80% 1974, 60% average. 
Soil-born Mosaic central. Corn 5% planted, 15% 
1974, 15% average. Barley 75% planted, 100% 
1974, 90% average. Oats 80% planted, 100% 1974, 
90% average. 


KENTUCKY: Cool 21st and 22d mornings, but 
temperatures averaged only slightly below normal. 
Heavy rains midweek with precipitation averaging 
over 2.00 in. all areas and 4.00 in. north cen- 
tral. 

Fieldwork favorable first 2.5 days, too wet 
remainder. Soil moisture mostly surplus. Corn 
planting continued, only 11% complete, 18% 

1974, 14% average. Tobacco beds 2 weeks late, 
slow germination, thin, weedy. Most plants 
smaller than dime. Small grain growth slow; 3% 
wheat headed, 28% barley headed. Pastures over- 
stocked, growth slow, underfertilized due to high 
prices. Alfalfa weevil active. Fruit tree bloom 
heavy, prospects good. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures near normal coastal 
parishes, 2 to 7° above central and north. 
Extremes: 92° Alexandria 26th, 45° Calhoun 22d. 
Rainfall light most areas less than 0.50 in. 

Heavy showers southwest early week. Greatest l-day 
total, 3.23 in. Lake Charles 22d. 

Spring plowing increased as soils dried. Main 
activities planting, cultivating sugarcane, hot 
pepper transplanting, and insect control on vege- 
tables. Soil moisture surplus southwest, mostly 
adequate elsewhere. Fieldwork: 4.3 days favor- 
able. Cotton planting began on well drained soils, 
over 5% planted, 10% 1974, 20% average. Corn 
planting passed halfway mark, 70% 1974, 20% 1973. 
About 40% up to stand. Rice 70% seeded, 85% 

1974, 67% average. Warmer temperatures helped 
growth. Some replanting due to water mold. Seed- 
bed preparation behind schedule central parishes. 
Sugarcane improved with warmer temperatures, Pas- 
ture feed availability improved. Cattle mostly 
fair to good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures normal. 
upper 60's to 80's, lows mid-20's to low 40's. 
Precipitation throughout, 0.15 to 3.00 in. Heav- 
iest north central and western Maryland. Weekend 
cold, rain morning 26th, then clearing. 

Good progress until showers on 24th. Moisture 
adequate. Spring soil temperature too low for good 
germination. Corn 8% planted, near normal, 13% 
1974. Spring oats 80% seeded, normal. Tobacco 
growers selling 1974 crop; work for 1975 crop ac~ 
tive. Hay and pasture crops improved, alfalfa 
seeding started. Small grain prospects good, 
spraying for garlic. Green peas 75% planted. Plan- 
ting of tomatoes, cucumbers, snap beans and sweet 
corn started. Irish potatoes 90% planted. Apple 
and peach crops favorable. No frost damage to date. 


Highs 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal most 

areas. Precipitation from 0.19 to 0.29 in. most 

of Lower Peninsula. Precipitation in Upper Penin- 

sula ranged from 0.37 in. east to 1.48 in. west. 
Cold weather and wet soils delayed start 

spring planting. Fieldwork averaged 1.3 days. 

Fall plowing for spring crops at 30%, about nor- 


mal. Only few fields oats planted, 36% 1974, 29% 
average. Few sugarbeets planted, 1974 20%, aver~- 
age 17%. Winter damage to wheat above average. 


Tree fruit 
Apples green tip stage. 


Condition cribbed corn poor to fair. 
bud development late. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





April 29, 1975 





/ & 44 

9 

I 
96 
42 > 

97 


’ >» 
3§7 

3S) 

~ 555 


355 


107 


Je 





COMPUTED TO 50 F. BASE WITH DANY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LUUMITED TO 86 F 
OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50 F 
OR MORE 













TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS (GDD), 


March 1 — April 27, 1975 











, National Weather Service. NOAA 

















GDD DEPARTURES FROM NORMAL 


April 27, 1975 


National Weather Service. NOAA mi Get is Lor 























Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


April 29, 1975 





Early vegetable planting delayed. Some celery, 


cabbage and peas planted. 


MINNESOTA: Major spring storm over weekend pro~ 
duced heavy rains and swollen river conditions 
central through southeast. Temperatures averaged 
near normal. Extremes: upper 60's southeast to 
upper teens northeast. Precipitation normal to 
0.50 in. above normal north and west, 1.50 to 2.50 
in. above normal central into southeast. Extremes: 
Bird Island 3.22 in., Minneapolis-St. Paul 3.66 in., 
Red Wing 5.85 in. Most streams east 1 to 2 ft. 
above bankfull stages. 

Frequent rains prevented start fieldwork. Cool 
weather slowed early growth pastures, hay crops, 
winter wheat, rye. These crops mostly fair to 
good condition. No oats planted, 1974 38%, aver- 
age 37%. No spring wheat planted, 1974_19%, aver- 
age 28%; no barley planted, 1974 9%, average 19%; 
no corn land prepared for planting, 1974 30%, aver- 
age 23%; no soybean acres prepared for planting, 
1974 15%, average 9%. 


MISSISSIPPI: Most of rain in north half early week. 
Temperatures ranged from normal to 3° subnormal. 
Extremes: 88 and 36°. Greatest 24-hour rainfall 
0.92 in. at Pontotoc on 19th. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork: 
4.2 days suitable. Cotton 8% planted, 13% 1974, 
normal 25%. Corn 38% planted, 43% 1974, normal 
34%. Rice 34% planted, 68% 1974, normal 56%. 
Sorghum 2% planted, 2% 1974, normal 7%. Wheat 78% 
headed, 90% 1974. Oats 70% headed, 90% 1974. 
Condition of corn is fair. Condition of wheat, 
oats, Irish potatoes, truck crops, pastures, and 
livestock mostly fair to good. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 2 to 4° above normal, ex~- 
cept normal northeast prairie. Rainfall heavy, 
averaging 2.00 in., several 5.00 in. amounts north 
prairie. 

Fieldwork: 2.5 days suitable. Plowing 57% com- 
plete, 72% average. Oats seeding 71% complete, 
99% 1974. Corn 12% planted, 33% 1974, 22% average. 
Cotton 5% planted. Pasture and wheat conditions 
mostly fair to good. 


MONTANA: Week began mild and dry turning cool and 
wet. Temperatures averaged 9° below normal west, 
11° above northeast. Precipitation well above nor- 
mal with rain and snow. Some amounts over 1.00 in. 
precipitation. 

Spring farming still delayed, 3% spring wheat 
and barley, 1% oats and potatoes, and 2% sugarbeets 
have been seeded. Normally 35% spring wheat, oats, 
and barley and 50% sugarbeets have been sown. Win- 
ter wheat fair to good, winterkill light. Range 
feed short, new growth slow. About 90% of live- 
stock on supplemental feed. Calving 80%, lambing 
70% and shearing nearly 60% finished. 


normal. 
central 


NEBRASKA: 
Rainfall sparse wets; 
northeast. 

Fieldwork: 4.0 days suitable. Oat and barley 
seeding averaged 40% and 35% complete, respective- 
ly. Topsoil moisture supplies short 22%, adequate 
63%, surplus 15%. Subsoil moisture supplies short 
82% compared to 4% in 1974. Winter wheat mostly 
fair to good condition. Condition averaged 72%, 
86% in 1974. Soil-borne Mosaic several counties. 
Alfalfa and wild hay mostly fair condition. Su-~ 
garbeet planting nearly completed. Pasture and 
range feed conditions short 87%. Pastures con- 
tinue to grow slowly. 


NEVADA: Temperatures continued several degrees 
below normal with frequent periods rain and snow. 


Temperatures 4 to 11° above 


1.00 to 2.00 in. and 


Extremes: 8° Ely to 84° Logandale. Precipita- 
tion occurred most areas. Amounts ranged from 
trace Las Vegas to 0.39 in. Battle Mountain. 
Snow pack increased in Sierras. 

Alfalfa haying continued southern valleys. 
Limited movement livestock to ranges. Some small 
grain seeding. 


NEW ENGLAND: Rain 24th and 25th, generally about 
1.00 in. southern areas, less north. Some snow 
northern Maine. Temperatures well below normal 
most of week. 

Potato planting continued to southern areas. 
The maple sirup season virtually ended in Ver- 
mont. 


NEW JERSEY: Cold wet weather. Frost and freez~ 
ing temperatures far south as Cape May on the 22d, 
23d and 28th. Temperatures averaged 4° below 
normal, Extremes: 24° Charlotteburg on 22d and 
74° Bridgeton on 25th. Rainfall 1.50 in. north 
to 2.00 in. central. Soil moisture 95 to 98% of 
field capacity. Soil temperatures on 28th were 
49 to 55°. 

Plowing, planting, liming and fertilizing ac- 
tive. Rain on 24th beneficial. Light asparagus 
harvest begun. Spinach and greens available. To- 
mato planting underway. Peaches in bloom. Blue- 
berry bloom beginning. Cooi temperatures delayed 
fruit bloom 10 days. 


NEW MEXICO: Warm temperatures through most of 
week turning sharply colder on 27th. Temperatures 
averaged near normal. Precipitation confined to 
very light showers and snow flurries northern 
mountains and northwest 27th. Very strong winds 
statewide 26th and 27th. 

Soil moisture short to adequate, northeast 
and southwest corners dry. Cotton about 5% plant~- 
ed, 25% 1974. Small grains fair to good, wheat 
40% jointing, slightly less than normal. Vege~ 
tables good, lettuce harvest expected soon. Ap-~ 
ples fair, heavy late blooms indicating good crop 
north barring cold weather. Pecans leafing well. 
Livestock fair to good, spring calving, lambing, 
shearing winding up. Ranges fair to good. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures below normal. Extremes: 
71° Elmira and Dansville to 16° Saranac Lake. 
Precipitation above normal southeast, below 
normal elsewhere. Bridgehampton more than 2.25 
in. Precipitation generally deficient increasing 
fire danger. 

Soil moisture adequate. Good progress plowing 
and fitting. Oats 20% planted. Wheat, pastures, 
and hay greening. Some alfalfa winterkill. Po-~ 
tato planting: Long Island 90%, Upstate just be- 
ginning. Oswego muck received needed moisture, 
onion and lettuce planting underway. Elba onion 
planting continues, some acreage replanted after 
wind damage of 19th. Western lettuce looks good, 
sweet corn being planted. Hudson Valley peaches 
and cherries pink, apples and pears half inch 
green. No apparent winter damage in vineyards. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4 to 6° above nor- 
mal except in mountains 3° subnormal. Precipita~- 
tion scattered and amounts for mostly light. 
Fieldwork: 4.7 days suitable. Soil moisture 
short to adequate. Flue~cured tobacco beds fair 
to good. Burley beds fair. Flue~cured tobacco 
13% transplanted, 1974 27%, average 20%. Flue- 
cured tobacco in fields fair to good. Pasture 
conditions good. Irish potatoes, truck crops, 
peaches mostly good. Corn 50% planted, 1974 49%, 
average 44%. Small grain crops mostly good. 
Cotton 9% planted, 1974 32%, average 32%. Soy- 
Peanuts 


beans 1% planted, 1974 0%, average 4%. 
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NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged 3° below 
normal. Extremes: 65° at Beulah and Lemmon, 
at Ft. Yates. Precipitation above normal and 
averaged 0.60 in. western two-thirds, below nor- 
mal southeast and northeast. Greatest 24-hour 

and weekly precipitation 1.71 in. at Minot on 25th. 
Weekend fair, temperatures with above normal pre- 
cipitation. 

Still no planting of spring crops. Fields are 
wet. Normally about 25% hard red spring wheat and 
10 to 15% durum wheat, oats and barley have been 
Planted. Slow growth of pastures and haylands due 
to cool temperatures. Livestock producers still 
battling rain and mud trying to protect young 
stock and hauling feed and roughage. 


19° 


OHIO: Showers each day except 26th. Heaviest 
rainfall south on 24th and 25th. Precipitation 
ranged 2.79 in. south to 0.25 in. north. Highs 
60's and 70's and lows in 30's and 40's. 

Corn 10% planted, 15% 1974 and 10% normal. 
Soybean planting has started and is normal for 
date. Oats 90% planted, 80% 1974, and 60% nor- 
mal. Sugarbeets planting 95% completed, far 
ahead of 55% normal. Virtually all tobacco beds 
have been sown. Wheat and oat conditions fair to 
good. Moisture supplies 5% short, 76% adequate, 
and 19% surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged from 1 to 4° 
above normal. Precipitation averaged 0.10 in. or 
less west and central, 0.25 to 1.00 in. east 
third. Weekend generally warm, scattered light 
precipitation over west and moderate to heavy east. 
Small grains made good growth. Favorable weather 
permitted good progress of seedbed preparation 
for row crops. Wheat now starting to head extreme 
southern counties. One-third crop was headed this 
date 1974. Spraying for greenbugs continued, 
damage subsiding. Condition wheat mostly good. 
Few early fields oats and barley heading, both 
crops in good condition. Corn planting at 25% 
1974, and about average for date. A few southern 
fields sorghums planted. No cotton, peanuts , 
or soybeans planted, but seedbed preparation about 
half complete all crops, including sorghum. Wee- 
vil and aphid infestations heavy on alfalfa as 
lst cutting began. Gardens improved. Ranges 
providing fair to good grazing. Supplemental 
feeding now limited. 


OREGON : 
normal, 


Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° below 
except southeast 4 to 5° below normal. 
Minimum temperatures averaged 20's and 30's, 
maximum temperatures averaged in 50's and 60's. 
Precipitation 1.50 to 3.00 in. along coast, 0.50 
to 1.50 in. Willamette Valley, 0.33 to 0.66 in. 
elsewhere. 

Fall seeded grains, hay in fair to good con- 
dition. Land preparation, seeding, fertiliz- 
ing, and spraying continuing. Seed crops in good 
condition. All fruits continue to develop slow 
because of cool weather. Bloom sprays being 
applied. Early green peas, onions have emerged. 
Beans, beets, carrots being planted. Potatoes 
65% planted in Hermiston area. Range forage slow 
to develop. Livestock being turned out onto range. 
Hay supplies short. Livestock in fair to good 
condition. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Fifth consecutive cool week. Tem~ 
peratures 4 to 8° subnormal. Mostly mid~-20's to 
mid-50's beginning and end of week. Extremes: 


16 and 74°. Showers 24th and storm on 25th 


brought first significant rainfall along southern 
Two-day totals ranged from 0.50 


area this month. 


in. north to nearly 3.00 in. south. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate to short, dryer 
than usual for date. Continued cool spring de- 
laying crop progress. Farming activity accele~ 
rating with plowing, spreading lime and fertil- 
izer, planting oats and potatoes, grape tying, 
seeding tobacco beds. Plowing 61%, one week 
ahead of 1974. Oats planted 47%, 1974 41%. Po- 
tatoes 28% planted, 3 days ahead of 1974. To- 
bacco beds 64% seeded, 1974 99%. Hay condition 
mostly good to fair. Peaches 28% pink stage 
and 3% full bloom south. Cherries 17% pink. 
Amount of feed from pastures below average. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.49 in. 
Highest weekly total 2.00 in. at La Mudacaguas. 
Highest 24-hour total 1.04 in. at Pico Del Estelu- 
quillo. Temperatures averaged about 78° coasts 
and 72° interior. Extremes: 55 and 93°. 

Sugarcane harvesting operations continued, 
rains are needed for development of ratoons 
and new plantings, principally in south coastal 
areas. Good flowering of coffee trees. Dry 
weather favored harvesting and curing tobacco, 
but is preventing development of nev growths. 
Pastures are scarce, rains needed, Production 
food crops urgently needed, low due dry weather. 
Farmers waiting for rains to plant. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Warmer, dryer than usual, 
Temperatures above normal first, last of week. 
Below normal temperatures 2lst and 22d; 30's moun- 
tains, 40's elsewhere. Scattered showers some 
areas late week. 

Cotton planting increased, condition fair, 31% 
planted, 33% 1974, 43% average. Corn stands good, 
65% planted, 72% 1974, 69% average. Some tobacco 
damaged from cutworms, wind, condition fair to 
good; 79% planted, 93% 1974, 72% average. Small 
grains good to excellent condition, powdery mil- 
dew some fields. Some hay cutting underway. 
Pastures inproving. Watermelons fair condition, 
90% planted. Peanuts 27% planted, 29% 1974, 27% 
average. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° 
below normal northeast to 5 to 11” above normal 
south and west. Extremes: 26° Vermillion 2lst, 
90° Winner 25th. Precipitation widespread rang- 
ing from trace at Pierre to 2.07 in. at Dupree. 
Fieldwork made rapid progress central, south 
central and southwest. Little progress elsewhere. 
Spring plowing 15% complete, 1974 50%, -normal 39%. 
Spring wheat 14%, 1974 72%, normal 60%. Oats 
16% seeded, 1974 75%, normal 63%. Barley 17% 
seeded, 1974 63%, normal 56%. Flax 2%, 1974 19%, 
normal 12%. Feed supplies short some areas, 
forcing premature movement of livestock to pas- 
tures. Winter grains and pasture growth is slow, 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures averaged § to 8° above 
normal west, near normal east. Rainfall averaged 
from 0.25 to over 2.00 in., near to slightly 
above normal most places. 

Land preparation made rapid progress, now near 
normal. Corn planting 28% completed, 1974 19%, 
average 21%. . Cotton planting 8%, 1974 4%, 
average 10%. Tobacco bed condition poor. Wheat 
2% headed, 1974 35%, normal 21%. Oats 8% headed, 
1974 28%, normal 14%. Barley 19%, 49% and 34%, 
respectively. 


TEXAS: Showers, thunderstorms scattered; heaviest 
activity on 27th. Southerly winds resulted, 
temperatures 5 to 8° above normal most areas. 
Normals ranged low 60's Panhandle mid-70's south. 
Rainfall below normal, near 0.50 in. east, little 
or no precipitation west and south. Wheat, oats, 
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flax rapidly reaching maturity, harvest started 
south. Yield prospects good to excellent wheat; 
oats fair; flax poor. Planting cotton, corn, 
sorghum normal progress, early stands satisfactory 
progress. Planting peanuts, rice, sunflowers 
normal. Wheat excellent progress, most crop 
headed out. Harvest started south. High, Low 
Plains earlier freeze damage showing up some loca- 
lities, anticipating moderate losses. Oat har- 
vest started south, south central, yields gen- 
erally short. Sorghum planting rapid progress 
east, few early stands planted High Plains. Early 
stands beginning head Lower Rio Grande Valley where 
most crop suffering short moisture. Major Crops 
percent planted: Cotton 17, 1974 24, average 22; 
sorghum 56, 1974 42, average 40; peanuts 19, 

1974 8, average 12; rice 85, 1974 88, average 79; 
corn 61, 1974 83, average 70; sugarbeets 97, 

1974 100, average 88. Lower Rio Grande Valley: 
Onion shipments continued heavy, cabbage, carrots 
light supplies. Tomatoes, cucumbers being picked. 
Cantaloups, honeydews, watermelons fruiting well. 
Elsehwere, dryland watermelons suffering from 
moisture stress. ‘Some dryland cucumbers may not 
be harvested because of drought central: Most 
tomatoes slow growth unfavorable weather condi- 
tions. Knox-Haskell: [Irish potatoes making 
satisfactory progress. High Plains: Onions, 
potatoes, carrots satisfactory progress. Peach 
harvest underway south. Livestock generally good 
condition north, west. Critical situation South, 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Short moisture reduced 
grazing feed, hay supplies critically short. 
Losses malnutrition increased little relief in 
Sight. Good calf, lamb crops most areas, 


UTAH: Recurring rain and snow. Extremely 
variable accumulations moisture, from little 
or none south and east to moderate or heavy 
over and near northern Wasatch Front. Average 
temperatures ranged between 2 and 5° below normal. 
Land preparation and spring planting continue 
major farm activities. Fieldwork: 5 days suit~ 
able. Spring wheat, oats and barley range from 
30 to 50% planted. Dry onions about 70% in ground, 
green peas 46%. Apricot trees in bloom, cherries 
and peaches approaching. Range and pasture feed 
condition poor to fair, slowly improving. 


VIRGINIA: Rainfall 0.25 to over 2.50 in. 
Showers, thunderstorms 25th. Temperatures averaged 
slightly above normal. Extremes: 86 and 28°. 
Fieldwork: 4.7 days favorable. Topsoil mois- 
ture 71% adequate, 25% short, and 4% surplus. Corn 
planting 21% complete, 1974 23%, average 27%. 
Tidewater, southeast 45% planted. Soybean, pea- 
nut planting started. 
Wheat powdery mildew spreading. 
irrigated. 
Potato planting virtually complete, 
coming up. Fruit good condition. 


Small grains good condition. 
Tobacco plant beds 
Transplanting flue-cured to start soon. 
Early fields 
Apples; 


no damage 
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to date. Peach damage from none to heavy depend- 
ing on area. Pasture, hay growing slowly, soil too 
cold, some areas too dry. 


WASHINGTON: 
subnormal. 
tion total 

Rain and 


West: Average temperatures 2 to 3° 
Extremes: 50's and 30's. Precipita- 
amounts from 0.80 to 3.00 in. 
cold temperatures halted fieldwork 
and slowed pasture and berry growth. Planting 
strawberries, peas, corn, pastures. Germina- 
tion slow on vegetables and pastures. Harvest- 
ing field rhubarb. Pastures slow to grow, supple- 


mental feeding continued. East: Average read- 
ings 3 to 6° subnormal., Extremes: 60's and 20's. 


Precipitation end of period, totals from 0.05 to 
over 1.00 in. 

Cool temperatures delayed fruit blossoms and 
reduced set on apricot. Peach and cherry trees. 
Planting potatoes and spring wheat, stringing hops. 
Seed beds being prepared and pre-irrigating. 
Harvesting asparagus. Plowing summerfallow. 
Spraying and fertilizing wheat. Winter wheat 
improving with warmer, drier weather. Winterkill 
and snow mold showing up. Pastures growing slowly, 
stockmen seeking supplemental feed, 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
itation above normal with 2.00 in. 
and 1.00 in. elsewhere. 

Fieldwork: Suitable 4.1 days. Soil moisture 
mostly adequate to surplus. Farm activities in-~ 


Temperatures near normal. Precip~ 
north central 


clude plowing, planting, fence repairs and gar- 
dening. 
WISCONSIN: Temperatures averaged 2° subnormal. 


Highs 50's and 60's except 70's south on 23d. 
Showers and thunderstorms 22d to 23d. Heaviest 
west and north. Heavy rain again west and south- 
west on 27th. Local amounts excess of 4.00 in. 
Rainfall averaged 1.00 in. east to 3.00 in. 
Fieldwork slow starting. Oats 2% planted, 
1974 35%, normal 30%. Spring plowing 3% done, 
1974 30%, normal 25%. Only sandy and lighter 
soils workable prior to weekend rains. Soil 
moisture 4% short, 58% adequate, 38% surplus 
before heavy rain. Fields now saturated most 
areas. Hay supplies short many farms, prices 
high. Bedding supplies more adequate than past 
two springs. Maple sap run generally poor as too 
cold for best flow. 


WYOMING: Week ended dry note, all areas far be- 
low normal precipitation. Temperatures very close 
to seasonal. Very warm temperatures on 24th and 
25th near 80°. 

Fieldwork picked up, 
behind 1974. Spring wheat 20%, oats 
22% seeded. Sugarbeets 13% planted, 
Oats 5%, barley 7% emerged. Topsoil 
equate. Winter wheat prospects fair to good. 
Calving 77% complete. Range ewes lambs 40%, farm 
flocks 85%. Shearing more advanced than 1974 with 
range sheep 53% shorn, farm flocks 68%. 


2 to 3 weeks 
20%, barley 
70% 1974. 

moisture ad-~ 


but progress 
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ARIZ.Flagstaff . ./|159 15 | 6740) 156 716] MICH.Alpena ... 163] 14 | 7635/-218 84 Medford. . . . 1130 40 | 4502/- 48| 274 
Phoenix. .... 6 |- 111558 9| 465] Detroit... . | 135) 37 |6375| 267| 459} Pendleton. ../|97/ 14] 4264/-653/-208 
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ARK.Fort Smith . . 4 |-11 | 3589) 274 547 Lansing ..«. - 129| 24 |6701/| 164 285) Erie... + +1153 33 | 6367/\- 21| 576 
Little Rock. . .| 9 |- 8 |3059|-268/ 414] Marquette .. . | 163) 11 |7512/-141| - so} Harrisburg . ./| gg/ 231] 5199!/ 127! 691 
CALIF .Bakersfield.| 34 | 10 |2117/- 38! 361 Muskegon. . . . | 122) 716508| 43 83, Philadelphia ./ 77/| 12/| 4491|-228!/ 179 
Eureka .... .1112 8 | 4067 | 112 75 S. Ste. Marie . | 174) 12 | 8602! 170 72 Pittsburgh . ./109 | 27 | 5516/-156! 511 
a. » « «se ae 31 | 2840) 262 465| MINN.Duluth ... | 182) 23 | 9435! 420 195, ‘Scranton. . . |113 20 | 5691 |-310/-255 
Los Angeles. . .| 50 | 10 | 1305 |/-312/| - 24 Internatl Falls | 168 10 | 9755/-100/ - 23}8-1-Providence . {i348 43 5531/-106| 354 
Red Bluff. . ..j| 81 | 41 |3054| 453/| 369] Minneapolis . ./| 112/- 2/7969] 63] 435|5-C.Charleston .| g 2] 1941|-197| 548 
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FLA.Apalachicola .| 1 1 |1015 }-346| 226] Great Falls . . | 447} 21 |7482| 408/ 720) TEX-Abilene. . ./| 92 | -4113 | 2720| 124] 544 
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Key West ....] 0O 0 7 55|- 34 Miles City. . 77| -32 | 7323 |-119| 532] Corpus Christi; 9 O| 824|-106| 116 
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| Se Pre 0 0 59 -147 | - 72] NEBR.Grand Island 39| -43 | 6588)| 422 582| El Paso... =. 4|- 512780! 105! 308 
Orlando. .... 0 0 | 387 +317! - 21 Lincoln... . 33| -40 |6504| 501| 456) Fort Worth. .| 4/- 7] 2281\- 98/ 302 
Tallahassee. ..| 5 4 11547 16| 441] Norfolk.... 52| -37 |6887| 185| 594) Galveston. . ./ 9 0} 892/-332| 116 
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Pocatello. . ..1/150 | 32 16713 !170| 375|N.J.Atlantic City 98| 26 |4763\- 17| 534 Wichita Falls./ 92 | -109 | 2890 2| 499 
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Peoria... . +] 70 |- 4 |6073| 200] 503] N.Y.Albany. . . . | 136] 33 |6835| 272| 298) Norfolk. . . -| 46| 10] 3210/-213! 536 
Rockford . . . -/110 | 17 |6749 | 202| 560] Binghamton. . . | 4160) 42 |7168| 324| 844) Richmond. . .-/ 46 | 10/3944! 981! 679 
Springfield. . .| 37 |-25 |5433 | 42)! 449 Buffalo... + | 139) 21 | 6295 |-204 68} _ Roanoke. . . -| 36 | -13 | 4237| 49/ 718 
IND.Evansville . 17 |-27 |4424+ 90| 553] New York. .../ go} 18 | 4643/- 94/| 314] YASH-Quillayute.jis; | 27 | 5041 |-131|-364 
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Dubuque. . . . ./106 | 10 |7322|378| s99] Greensboro. . .| 29/- 9 | 3565/-190| 221) Charleston . -| 72 | 923 | 4813/ 364/1006 
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* Based on 1941-70 Normals. t Accumulation July 1, 1974 
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WINTER 1974-75 
SEASONAL STORY 


HIGHLIGHTS: Temperatures averaged normal or above 
over the Northern Great Plains and areas east of 
the Mississippi. The heavily populated East Coast 
averaged 3 to 6° above normal. 

Most of the Country received normal or above 
precipitation. The western Great Plains received 
less than 70 percent of normal. Parts of the 
Desert Southwest also received well below normal 
precipitation. 


PRECIPITATION: Precipitation was near normal in 
most areas during December as several intense 
storms moved across the Nation. The major excep- 
tion was the Great Plains. From 12 to 18 in. of 
snow fell across the eastern Great Lakes and the 
Appalachians. It was the worst snow storm since 
1968 in West Virginia. A pair of storms combined 
to blanket the Great Plains and Corn Belt during 
the 2d week. Heavy rain during the 3d week caused 
local flooding in several Middle Atlantic States. 
Heavy rains fell in the Deep South during the last 
week of the the month. 

January precipitation was well above normal in 
many areas. Parts of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Montana 
and Georgia received at least three times the nor- 
mal precipitation. The most severe weather 
occurred during the 2d week. Heavy rains of 5.00 
in. or more in the Deep South were accompanied by 
at least 41 tornadoes. A major blizzard swept 
across the Northern Great Plains with heavy snow 


swept by 30 to 70 mph winds. Another powerful 
storm walloped the Great Lakes region on the 24th, 
leaving as much as 2 feet of new snow. 

Precipitation during February was normal or 
above east of a line from Duluth, Minn. to El Paso, 
Texas. Heavy rains fell in the Southeast the week 
of the 10-16th. Three to four inches fell in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. 
Several tornadoes were also reported. The week 
ending the 23d, a storm packing heavy precipitation, 
tornadoes and high winds cut a path from Oklahoma 
up through the Ohio Valley. Over 3.00 in. of rain 
fell across parts of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky 
and Ohio. 


TEMPERATURE: December temperatures averaged well 
above across the Nation except for the southwest 
quadrant and parts of Texas, Arkansas and Missouri. 
This temperature pattern continued into January. 
The first half of January, temperatures were above 
normal in the East, below normal in the West. The 
pattern reversed itself during the third week, 
and the entire Nation was above normal during the 
closing week. 
Some of the coldest weather of the year 
occurred during February in many western States. 
However, temperatures continued to average well 
above normal east of the Mississippi. After two 
months of well above normal temperatures, the 
northern Mountain States 6 to 14° below normal. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
Winter (December 1974 — February 1975) 


SCALE OF SHADES 


[| o- 1 meh 

FJ 1 - 2 inches 
ZZ 2 - 4 inches 
ES «- 8 inches 


Over 8 Inches 











National Weather Service, NOAA Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 








PERCENTAGE OF NORMAL PRECIPITATION 
Winter (December 1974 - February 1975) 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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WORLD AGRICULTURE WEATHER SUMMARY 


-AN UPDATE- 


Widespread and rather generous mid-April rains 
ended an extended dry spell in the north China 
winter wheat region and no doubt enhanced pro-~ 
duction prospects. 


The USSR also received beneficial precipitation 
after mid-month in parts of both winter and 
spring wheat regions but winds have often been 
strong and temperatures have fluctuated widely. 
The situation is rather "iffy." 


Turkey has had very wet weather the latter half of 
April including some flooding. Good production of 
winter grains is almost assured except of course 
where flooding might have caused damage. 


The previously dry area of E, Europe~~Romania and 
Bulgaria in particular-- has benefitted by rainy 
weather in recent weeks although at some harass~ 
ment to spring planting. 


Spring rains including a spell of wet weather since 
April 18 have improved the barley and wheat crops 
in Spain and enhanced prospects for other crops 

and pastures. Frosts and hail, however, damaged 
fruits and vegetables early in the month. 


A rainy spring vastly improved soil moisture 
throughout Jtaly, alleviated drought in the 
south, and gave a boost to wheat and other crop 
prospects. 


The most wintry weather of the season hit the 

ni the last week of March and first 
half of April causing severe setback of previously 
advanced crops and pastures, lambing losses, and 
slowing spring seeding. 


Similar weather plagued much of W r 

where sugarbeet and other spring seeding has been 
delayed and growth of winter crops and pastures 
retarded. More favorable weather has prevailed 
in much of the region since April 20. 


An April 5 hail storm in important Mendoza Province 
of Argentina hurt grapes and vegetables...after 
heavy rains had already seriously reduced the crops 
of late apples and pears. The torrential rains of 
late March and early April caused flooding in three 
provinces and severe damage in five others mostly 
affecting corn, sorghum and fruit. 


Peru also had heavy rains and flooding during the 
same period with losses to rice and bananas. The 
impact was largely offset by improved prospects 
for other crops and pastures. 


Chile had been very dry. 
frequent in the south, 
central portion, 


April rains have been 
inadequate in the important 
and nonexistent in the north. 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 


April 26, 1975 
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~~ 1 
SHADED AREA INDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
IN INDEX DURING WEEK 


National Weather Service, NOAA — 





The map above gives a general picture of how wet or 

dry the nation was last week. The lines show the crop- 
moisture situation according to an index computed from 
values of temperature and precipitation by areas. Previous 
weekly computations of soil moisture account for the effect 
of prior weather. 

Shaded areas are those where precipitation increased 
the index last week or where soils did not dry. Unshaded 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED 


SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 

MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 

1.0 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
Q 1.0 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 


ABOVE 3.0 
0 
0 
0 
0 -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2.0 3. 


-1.0 -2.0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
-2.0 -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 

-3.0 -4.0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREMELY. DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 


areas dried last week. The centers of wet or dry areas 
are marked: W for wet; D for dry. Use the legend to 
interpret. “ 

Local variations caused by isolated rain or by soil 
differences are not shown. Any interpretation must 
consider the type of agriculture and the stage of crop 
development. 


SHACED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


EXCESSIVELY WET SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 

PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 

DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 

DROUGHT CONTINUES RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 

NOT ENOUGH RAIN STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


ABOVE 
2.0 to 
1.0 to 

to 
to 

“1.0 to 

-2.0 to 

to 
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